
10%
less
than
2007

18%
less
than
2007

Alameda County Homeless Count 2009
KEY TRENDS

EveryOne Home strategies working to decrease literally homeless;
Recession causing spike in hidden homeless

Literally Homeless
People who are residing on the streets, places not

meant for human habitation, in shelters or in transitional housing
programs decreased by 10% since 2007, from 4,838 to 4,341.

_ Since 2003, the literally homeless population declined by 15%.
_  Every region of the County showed a reduction of literally

homeless families with minor children.
_ The total population remained fairly flat from 2003 Ð 2005, with

major gains beginning in 2005, showing a 6% reduction in
2007, and a 10% reduction in 2009.

Chronically Homeless
Countywide, 231 chronically homeless unaccompanied, disabled
people moved off the streets and out of shelters into permanent
supportive housing and other permanent housing since 2007 Ð a
reduction of 18%.  The current chronically homeless population is
1,026.

_  This yearÕs decrease was the largest ever in the County, far
exceeding the 3% reduction from 2005 to 2007.

_ Berkeley and Oakland both showed marked reductions.

Hidden Homeless
Since this data was last collected in 2003, the

number of hidden homeless (living temporarily with a friend or
relative, in a motel, or facing eviction within seven days) has
increased by more than two and a half times.

_ From January 2003 to January 2009, the point-in-time hidden
homeless population increased from 1,134 to 3,042 people.

_ The hidden homeless population is three-quarters as large as
the literally homeless population.
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LITERAL HOMELESSNESS
SUPPLEMENT

People who are living on the streets, in places not meant for human
habitation, in shelters or in transitional housing programs.

Literally Homeless
_ 2009 data depicts a continued trend of reducing

the number of people literally homeless.

_  In general the trend also shows a reduction in households with
and without children.

_  The number of literally homeless children reduced by 33% since
2003 (from 1477 down to 994).
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Regional Data
_ Families with children that are literally homeless showed decreases in every area of

the County ranging from 6.5% reduction in Berkeley to a 43.4% reduction in the
South and East combined portion of the County.

_ Compared to 2003, households without children make up an increasing proportion of
the literally homeless.  This was true in every area of the County except Berkeley.

Reasons for the Decreases
_ Many emergency shelter programs now emphasize a Òhousing firstÓ approach which

prioritizes finding people permanent housing by the end of their shelter stays.

_ Affordable housing developers have built 125 units of permanent housing targeted to
the homeless including Lorenzo Creek (32 units in Castro Valley), Madison at 14th

(20 units for transition age youth in Oakland), and Carmen Avenue (30 units in
Livermore).  See the permanent supportive housing handout for complete list.

_  Alameda Point Collaborative and others have converted dozens of transitional
housing units to permanent affordable housing wherever possible.
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CHRONIC HOMELESSNESS
SUPPLEMENT

Disabled, unaccompanied individuals who are living on the streets, in
places not meant for human habitation, or in shelters and have been
homeless for a year or more or have had four or more episodes of
homelessness in the past three years.

Chronic Homeless
_  A reduction in the number of people who are chronically

homeless has been occurring since 2005, with a dramatic
reduction between 2007 and 2009.

_ Chronically homeless people are 31% of the literally homeless
population, up from 25% in 2003.

_  Nearly half of the Òstreet homelessÓ sleeping outside or in
places not meant for habitation are chronically homeless
(46%).

Number of Chronically Homeless People
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Regional Data
_ Berkeley has seen the largest decrease in the number of chronically homeless

disabled individuals Ð a 48% decrease (253 people)! Oakland has also realized a
reduction in chronically homeless disabled individuals of 16% or 99 people.

_ Decreases in Berkeley and Oakland were offset by increases in South and East
County(+12) and Mid- and Other-north County (+86).

Reasons for the Decrease
The intensive efforts of new programs to identify engage and serve the chronically
homeless combine street outreach and direct access to permanent housing through
vouchers funded by the Mental Health Services Act, Federal Shelter + Care, and
Berkeley General Fund. For example:

_ Frequent Users Project, focused on high users of emergency health care in North
County, includes 21 dedicated vouchers.

_ Full Service Partnerships support 270 vouchers for chronically homeless persons
with serious mental illness throughout Alameda County.

Square One in Berkeley uses parking meter funds to create 10 housing vouchers.

Year 2003 2005 2007 2009
Number of

people 1280 1292 1257 1026

Percent change
from prior year + 1% - 3% - 18%

 



HIDDEN HOMELESSNESS SUPPLEMENT
Households with and without children who are living temporarily with
friends, relatives, or in a motel who do not have the resources to move
into housing and have been notified that the situation is short-term; or
households who are facing eviction within 7 days.  These people meet
the newly expanded federal definition of homelessness, in the HEARTH
act, authorized earlier this year.

Hidden Homeless
_  Children are the most dramatically increased hidden

homeless subpopulation, a 290% increase from 278 to 1,085
since 2003.

_ Family size is the largest in hidden homeless with an average
of 4.4 people per household compared to 2.9 people per
household in the literally homeless population.

_  Hidden homeless families have less than half the average
monthly income as sheltered homeless families ($632 hidden

homeless vs. $1,220 sheltered homeless).

Hidden Homeless  by Type of Person
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Regional Data
_  Oakland has the largest number of additional hidden homeless people Ð up

252% to 2,132 people.  This represents 70% of the countywide total hidden
homeless persons.

_ Households without children were the largest increase of hidden homeless in the
South, East, Mid and Other North areas of the County.

Reason for the Increase

Housing instability has increased dramatically because of the recession. Food
banks, soup kitchens, and food stamp programs are all reporting increased demand,
but as of January 2009, we had not yet seen the numbers of persons in shelters and
on the streets go up.  Research shows that people rarely go directly from their own
housing straight to the streets or a shelter.  They first double up with friends and
family, stay in motels and campgrounds, work hard to get back on their feet -
entering shelters or the streets only as a last resort. The hidden homeless will join
the literally homeless unless we act swiftly and effectively to:

_ Provide well publicized, easily accessible housing resource centers,
_ Appropriately identify the neediest households likely to be literally homeless,
_ Rapidly deploy new and expanded prevention programs.
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The hidden homeless population is

49% households with minor children
and
51% households without children.



How Does This Data Guides Our Future Efforts
The 2009 Homeless Count proves that the strategies outlined in the EveryOne Home Plan to end
homelessness are working.  We need to continue our investments in them.  We must also address the
spike in hidden homelessness with the same innovative, multi-jurisdictional, cross-sector collaborative
approach that has helped hundreds of chronically homeless individuals and literally homeless families
return to permanent housing.

Continue to invest in what works

EveryOne Home and its partners will:

_  Support and expand direct access to housing and Housing First programs that
are successful in getting homeless individuals and families off the streets and out
of shelters.

_ Continue to build permanent supportive housing units.

_ Expand the number of permanent housing subsidies available.

_  Maintain a balanced approach to housing chronically homeless, singles and
families so that we continue to see reductions in all areas.

_ Focus on ending homelessness rather than managing it.

Address hidden homelessness with new federal resources

EveryOne Home and its partners will:

• Implement the EveryOne Home Prevention and Rapid Rehousing Program using
new federal stimulus dollars. For more details go to www.everyonehome.org.

• Use this new countywide Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Rehousing
Program to improve and expand homelessness prevention activities so that they
reach the hidden homeless and those most at risk of becoming literally
homeless.

• Rapidly re-house those who have become homeless.

• Track outcomes and evaluate results.

For more information about the Alameda County Homeless Count 2009 or the
new Prevention and Rapid Rehousing Program visit our website at
www.everyonehome.org.

 


